Y7 Settling in Evening Information for Parents
Maths

All students are in mixed-ability classes and are following a maths for mastery teaching and learning approach.  The mastery approach aims to deepen pupils’ conceptual understanding of key mathematical concepts. Compared to traditional curricula, topics are covered in more depth and greater emphasis is placed on problem solving and on encouraging mathematical thinking. 

Although the learning in lessons might sometimes be visually similar to primary school work, the emphasis is on a foundation of deep understanding. For example, this term students have been covering the fundamental laws of arithmetic. However, being able to generalise these laws and understand why they are able to perform calculations in a particular way, they are being supported to become efficient mathematicians with a sound basis for more complex algebra. 
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How can you encourage your child with Maths at home?

Parents often shy away from maths because they worry about getting it wrong, or simply because it conjures up bad memories of their own maths lessons at school. Firstly, it is important to be conscious of not passing on maths hang-ups and instead, to embrace a growth-mindset belief that maths is a highly useful tool that makes our lives richer, easier and more efficient.

The most crucial help that parents can give their child is with times tables. For support on how to do this please watch the video on the school website that can be found by following the instructions below. 

Secondly, just talk Maths! 
What did they learn?

Look for maths problems you can solve together and encourage your child to make connections between the maths they’ve been learning at school and the world around them. For example:

• Follow a recipe: work together to find out the quantities needed, ask your child to weigh the ingredients, discuss how you’d halve or double the recipe and discuss the ratio of ingredients.

•Talk about the weather forecast: is today’s temperature higher or lower than yesterday’s? What do the numbers mean?

•Going shopping: talk about the cost of items and how the cost changes if you buy two items instead of one. Let your child count out the coins when paying and discuss the change you get back. Use coins to explore addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.

•Planning an outing: discuss how long it takes to get to the park, and so work out what time you need to leave the house. Encourage your child to work out the best solution based on the time and distances. 
Are there any enrichment opportunities for Y7s in Maths?

We aim to develop and nurture students with passion and talent for mathematics through our enrichment programme which will begin after half term. Students who have stood out in this manner will be invited to attend 'infinity club' which is a forum for mathematical exploration outside of the curriculum and involves opportunity to participate in UK wide Mathematics competitions, both individual and team. 
